	Westley Parish Council minutes

               11th March 2021
Present:  Chris Anderson (CA); Colin Clayton (CC);  Alan Green (AG); Mike Spenser-Morris (MSM); Jim Sweetman (JS); Steve McClellan (SMc) Karen Soons (SCC)
Christine Mason (CM, Clerk)
Apologies: All present
Meeting held via Zoom due to Covid-19 pandemic


	The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting. 

	38/2021  Declarations of interest: None declared.


	39/2021  Minutes: The minutes of the meeting held on 21st January 2021 were approved and will be signed as a true record at a later date. Link to the website for the newsletter to be sent to JS.


	40/2021 Public session: 
There were no members of the public present. 

 

	41/2021 Reports from District/County Councillors: Karen Soons report was previously circulated and noted. Highlights included SCC planned spending has been increased to £579,.9 million; Council Tax will rise by 1.99 per cent, representing an increase of £26.68 for a Band D property, from £1,224.70 in 2020, to £1,251.38; also, a 2% rise in the Social Care Precept for the forthcoming year to recognise the ongoing challenges with meeting the rising costs and rising demand for adult care services; Suffolk Highways has allocated an extra £2m – double its current budget allocation in order to help tackle the worsening flood problems being experienced across the county.                  Significant improvement following drainage works in Westley, flooding occurring on the low level roundabout leading up to the A14, if possible, a photograph to be sent to KS for forwarding to            Cllr Hopfensperger.                                                                                                                                       Cllr Ian Houlder’s report included the need for WSC to take £4.5 million from their reserves for support during Covid, hence budgets will be tight in the forthcoming financial year. Only the former FHDC part of the council tax bill has been increased.

	42/2021 Finance authorisation of payments: The balance in the bank stands at £3,443.46. There were no transactions in February, therefore no payments to be approved at the meeting.        

	43/2021 To retrospectively approve the Precept for the financial year 2021/2022: Unanimously approved that the Precept for the financial year 2021/2022 be set at £2,245, equating to a 0.04% decrease over last year’s budget figures. 

	44/2021 To review the Risk Assessment and Internal Control documentation: No changes considered necessary – unanimously approved.


	45/2021 To consider a ‘Celebrate Post Covid’ village event: To gauge the level of interest, an article to be put in the village newsletter. September considered to be a suitable date. The event to be organised by way of a small committee. A draft to be put together by JS and circulated to councillors for approval.                

	46/2021 To receive a report relating to the A14 Risby junction discussions: MSM/JS attended a Zoom meeting organised by Highways regarding the access improvements to the Saxham Business Park. Three weeks of overnight closures, not including weekends. No adverse impact on Westley anticipated.

	47/2021 Litter picking: Date Sunday 28th April. CA to contact WSC for bags, hoops, litter pickers. As a backstop, CA to order parish council owned litter pickers from Amazon – agreed. CA to contact Westley School. A risk assessment to be sent out. No obligation for anyone to take part.

	48/2021 Annual Parish Meeting date: CA to do a brief update on the activities of the Parish Council  over the last year for the newsletter. Date agreed as Thursday 20th May at 7.30pm. To be held electronically using Zoom software.

	49/2021 Urgent business:  WSC have requested Pigeon withdraw their land submission, negotiations still ongoing, no further update at present

	Date of next meeting: Annual General Meeting Thursday 20th May at 7.00pm followed by the Annual Parish Meeting at 7.30pm.
With no further business the meeting closed at 20.06pm.


