
	
Westley Parish Council Minutes		                      16th May 2024
Present: Jim Sweetman (JS); Colin Clayton (CC); Alan Green (AG); Mike Spenser-Morris (MSM); County Cllr Karen Soons (KS); District Cllr Ian Houlder (IH); Christine Mason (Clerk) and four members of the public.

	01/2024  Election of Chairman: Proposed and seconded that JS be re-elected Chairman for the forthcoming year – all in favour.


	
02/2024  Chairman to sign the Declaration of Acceptance of Office: To be signed at the next meeting.


	03/2024  Apologies: Apologies were received from Cllr Foreman. Cllr Anderson, Cllr McClellan.


	04/2024 To receive member’s declarations of interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct regarding items on the agenda: None received. 


	
05/2024 Minutes of the Meeting held on 7th March 2024:  It was proposed and seconded that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 7th March 2024  were a true record of the meeting and were subsequently signed by the Chairman - all in favour.


	06/2024  Public Participation: A concern was raised regarding traffic speeding around the stretch of road at the S bend, and the danger faced when trying to cross from one side of the road to the other, overgrown foliage an additional problem. 

	07/2024 To receive County and District Council Reports: KS’s report was previously circulated and noted. Cllr Houlder asked whether the parish council were aware of the consultation to elect a Mayor at Suffolk County Council; a request to Cllr Houlder for a locality budget grant towards supporting a community event was put forward and agreed, the clerk to action. 

	08/2024 To receive the financial reports and authorise payments if appropriate: Bank balance as of 28th March 2024 stands at £2655.17. Expenditure Clerk’s salary x 2 months £212.62; Income Precept £2180. Balance as of 25th April 2024 stands at £4622.55 – approved.                                                             The 2023-2024 end of year accounts were unanimously approved.                                                   The Exemption Certificate received from PKF Auditors was approved and duly signed by the Chairman

	09/2024 Update on the meeting with Matthew Fox: A positive meeting between SMc and the Highways representative Matthew Fox. Given the results of the speed survey, MF plans to submit a proposal case for a 20mph limit around the 200m of road at the S bend; it is however up to SCC to agree to this option. KS to assist in progressing a 20mph speed limit at this specific section of road. 

	10/2024 Update on issues with drainage on Church Road: Covered previously, no further matters were raised.

	
11/2024 Village Event Grant: A village event grant of £150 will be forthcoming from Cllr Houlder’s locality budget. Date - Saturday June 15th  Time - 3pm util late.


	12/2024 To confirm Parish Council meeting dates for 2024-2025:
2024 - July 11th   12th September   November 14th
2025 – January 14th   March 11th
Dates to be published on the website.

	13/2024 Any other business: Due to overgrown shrubbery, the pavement opposite the S bend is 50% unwalkable, CC/AG to cut back.

	
With no further business the meeting closed at 7.55pm.



