
	
Westley Parish Council Minutes		                          7th March 2024
Present: Jim Sweetman (JS); Colin Clayton (CC); Alan Green (AG); Mike Spenser-Morris (MSM);  Paul Foreman (PF); County Cllr Karen Soons (KS) and seven members of the public

	61/2024 Apologies: Cllr Chris Anderson, Cllr Ian Houlder

	62/2024 To receive member’s declarations of interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct regarding items on the agenda: None received. 


	
63/2024 Minutes of the Meeting held on 18th January 2024: Other than two householders, Stage 1 of the village census has been completed and now up to date.
It was proposed and seconded that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 18th January 2024  were a true record of the meeting and were subsequently signed by the Chairman - all in favour.
 

	64/2024 West Suffolk Local Plan: JS gave a brief overview of the various stages of the Local Plan. The current Plan in place until 2031 has a series of policies with nominated areas identified for future development. A block of land applicable to Westley is Policy AF4 which has been carried over from the previous LP and includes one large new site, Rougham Airfield. Following consultation, the document will go to the Planning Inspector who will hold a meeting to examine whether it is sound, legally compliant and has been co-operatively developed with statutory institutions. Once finalised, it is extremely difficult to add a new proposal to the LP framework. Following discussion, JS to draft and circulate the Parish Council’s  response to the consultation.   If needed, members to make any additions/deletions to the draft response prior to it being submitted.

	65/2024 Public Participation: All points raised by members of the public were noted and will be incorporated into the Parish Council’s final response to the Local Plan (final copy to be appended to the minutes). A member of the public experienced in this field of work, offered to assist the Parish Council with their response to both the LP and when available the final Master Plan; the offer to be explored.

	66/2024 To receive County and District Council Reports: A working party has been set up to review the potential future of the Bury Records Office; roads including the A14 are continually bad; a 10-week public consultation on the proposed devolution deal with the Government will start on the 18th March and run through until 26th May. The consultation will be in two main parts – an open survey, hosted by Suffolk County Council, that any residents can complete and a sample survey of 1000 Suffolk residents conducted independently by Ipsos Mori. The consultation will be available through the website www.suffolk.gov.uk/devolution and social media.

	67/2024 To receive the financial reports and authorise payments if appropriate: Bank balance as of 31st January 2024 £3287.37. Expenditure Westley Club hall hire o/s balance £2.50, Chris Anderson expenses reimbursement £118.50. Balance as of 5th February 2024 £3166.37.

	
68/2024 Speed survey update (SMC): Results of the speed survey show the majority of drivers passing through Westley are complying with the posted speed limit with driver behaviour roughly consistent at both locations and in both directions of travel. Based on the low numbers of speeding vehicles, the Safety and Speed Team and the Asset Team for Carriageways would not support a request for enhanced road markings/speed roundles. Subject to a full speed limit report, there may be a case to argue for a reduction in the speed limit to 20mph. If this is considered and approved, these 20mph areas are far more effective at reducing the overall numbers of speeding traffic. A second meeting to be held with Matthew Fox, Community Liaison Engineer, Suffolk Highways.


	
69/2024 Review of the Asset Register: Old notice board to be deleted from the register with the value of £400 added to the sum assured of the new board, now £1000.


	70/2024 Any other business: Litter pick 17th March 2024; Upcoming Transport meeting, SMc to attend; Welcome to Westley sign has been damaged, a slightly smaller sign was suggested that could be attached to one post, MSM to action.

	71/2024 Date of next meeting: 16th May 2024 
Annual Parish Meeting at 7.00pm followed by the Annual General Meeting at 7.30pm.
With no further buisness the meeting closed at 8.46pm.



