
	Westley Parish Council Minutes		                14th November 2024
Present: Jim Sweetman (JS); Colin Clayton (CC); Alan Green (AG); Paul Foreman (PF); Mike Spenser-Morris (MS); District Cllr Ian Houlder (IH); Christine Mason, Clerk (CM)

	32/2024  Apologies: Apologies were received from Cllr Chris Anderson (CA); Cllr Steve McClellan (SMc); County Cllr Karen Soons (KS).


	33/2024  To receive member’s declarations of interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct regarding items on the agenda: None received. 
  

	
34/2024 To sign the minutes of the meeting held on 12th September 2024: It was proposed and seconded that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 12th September 2024 were a true record of the meeting and were signed by the Chairman - all in favour. 


	35/2024 Public Participation: There were no members of the public present.

	36/2024 To receive County & District Council reports: KS’s report was previously circulated and noted. Topics in Cllr Holder’s report included the Housing, Homelessness Reduction & Rough Sleeping Strategy that is to be discussed by WSC later this month. The strategy will build on existing work to tackle homelessness; in order to attract potential tenants, monies are to be spent on repairs to the Market Cross building, the Cornhill shopping outlet is still unoccupied; the second Pigeon application on appeal has been refused.                                                                                                                                      


	37/2024 To receive the financial report and authorise payments if appropriate: Payments made since the last meeting Clerks salary £106.31, ICO £35.00, Westley Church Fund £250.00, refreshments £46.97, Website hosting £60.00, Contribution to Westley Club £200.00, t/f of locality budget award to Westley Club £150.00. Closing balance as of 11 November £3062.21.


	38/2024 To consider the draft budget for 2025-2026: Expenditure against budget figures were previously circulated. Following detailed discussion, it was unanimously agreed that the precept for 2025-2026 remains as last year at £2180.


	39/2024 Provision of new signage: Delayed until the New Year.

	40/2024 Village meeting with Nick Timothy MP on 18th October 2024: A successful village meeting with a number of residents voicing their concerns over the development plans put forward by Pigeon for the land between the village and Westley Estate. Nick Timothy to be kept informed.


	41/2024 Any other business: Capital and Community Funding Grants are available until 29th November 2024. Feedback from the church for a ramp and provision of water for toilet facilities was at this stage not needed. Funding for disabled access at the rear of Westley Club was also discussed, but again not essential. Quotations could be sought to ascertain whether the work is realistically achievable, JS to speak with CA for his thoughts on the matter. As a village amenity, the pond is in need of improvement but due to the farmer using it for water not a viable option.                                   A concern was raised that when it rains, straw and rubbish coming off the field is being distributed along the road and ultimately could block drains - responsibility lies with the farmer, to be monitored.                                                 Defibrillator refresher training to be carried out in the Spring.                                                                      No response received from Charlie Browne concerning the weight limit on the bridge.

	Date of next meeting: Thursday 16th January 2024 at 7.30pm.
With no further business, the meeting closed at 8.00pm




	
32/2024 Planning appeal protocol for application DC/24/0659/HYB submitted by Pigeon Investment Management Ltd: The Chair reported to the meeting that Pigeon had withdrawn their appeal against the planning refusal. West Suffolk planners indicated that they were likely to refuse their second application and were pursuing the costs of the appeal.

As noted at the previous meeting, the local MP was to be invited with a view to obtaining his support at the appeal. Nick Timothy MP has replied and agreed to visit the village. JS is to follow this up with a view to a visit on a Friday lunchtime to meet the Parish Council and interested villagers.


	
33/2024 Any other business: As agreed, CA had responded to the West Suffolk Taxi Survey. Street Trading Survey and Mr Michael Farrell had completed the market survey. 


	34/2024 Date of next meeting: 14th November 2024 at 7.30pm.

	
With no further business the meeting closed at 8.30 pm.



